NOBEL AND THE PEACE MOVEMENT
you expressed this opinion, and we found ourselves in complete
disagreement on that point. If I had had the slightest faith in this
method of propaganda I should have gone to Madame de Suttner,
who already edits a paper of this kind. But in my opinion any
money expended in this way would have been a pure loss. Nowa-
days parliaments and even governments are much more inclined
than are the masses to accept the idea of a Court of Arbitration,
and any action in order to be effective ought to be brought to
bear on them. It was to this end that I had hoped your efforts
would be directed, but your point of view with regard to the
problem was so different from the start, that we should have ter-
minated our discussions then and there. Since I knew, however,
from our common friends, that your fortunes at the time were at
rather a low ebb, I tried to be of service to you by offering some
kind of alternative employment. I was careful, however, to state
that the arrangement was an experimental one for one year only.
Considering how little occasion I have had to make use of your
special gifts, I cannot see how you could imagine that such an
unusual arrangement should be extended beyond the period
originally agreed upon."
The letter closes with the bitter observation:
" If there is one piece of advice that I would give to my friends, it
is never to do a good turn. Every time that I have yielded to this
lamentable propensity, I have made another enemy. This happens
with clockwork regularity. The fault is certainly mine, and I shall
endeavour to correct it/*
Aristarchi proved obstinate. He suggested to Nobel that their
dispute should be submitted to a court of arbitration, and when
Nobel not unnaturally refused to entertain this idea he threatened
him with an action. This empty menace terminated their corres-
pondence. For Nobel it had constituted a disappointment which
he registered with the many others he had already had to
207

